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“That All May Have Life in 
Fullness” is the theme of the 
216th General Assembly in 
Richmond, Virginia, June 
26-July 3, 2004. More Light 
Presbyterians will be there 
working for justice, peace, 
and a church for all God’s 
people. The year 2004 is 
historic for More Light 
Presbyter ians  and the  
pro-LGBT movement in our 
church—it is our 30th 
anniversary! 
 

On June 26, when Dr. 
Marvin Ellison, ethicist and 
author from Bangor Theo-
logical Seminary in Maine, 
begins his keynote presentation 
entitled “Queer Eye on the 
PC(USA): Church, Ordina-
tion, Gay Marriage and 
Other Makeovers,” who 
would have dreamed in 
1974 such would be possible 
at a General Assembly 
dinner? For that matter, in 
1974, who would have 
dreamed of “The Fab 
Five”—out, happy, gay 
men—being the toast of 
television and society with 
their own hit show, book, 
and CD?  
 

Much has changed in these 
30 years, and much more 
needs  to  change.  The  

off icial  Presbyter ian re-
lationship and disposition 
toward us, LGBT people, is 
that homosexuality is sinful 
and incompatible with 
service to the church. Our 
relationships of love, care, 
and faithfulness are not as 
morally acceptable or 
legally sanctioned as    
heterosexual marriages.  
 

Loving, nurturing, and 
capable same-sex parents 
are still held in suspicion in 
our church, and even our 
own parents and families 
are often told they have 
done something wrong, or 
lacked faith, because we 
showed up. And, LGBT 
persons are yet told that we 
are neither created in God’s 
image nor unconditionally 

loved, as heterosexual 
persons are so freely created 
and loved by God. 
 

Sadly, our church has much 
catching up to do with other 
faith traditions and Christian 
denominations, with much 
of the business community, 
with other countries, and 
frankly, with the gospel 
itself! But it is possible for 
us to catch up. It is time for 
us to catch up, and lead in 
creating a church and world 
that embraces all of God’s 
children, not just heterosexual 
ones.  
 

Significant and inspiring 
precedents abound for 
God’s Spirit at work in the 
most unexpected of places. I 
am praying, along with you 
as a More Light Presbyterian, 
that God’s Spirit will be at 
work during our 216th 
General Assembly. 
 

—Michael Adee , M.Div., 
P h . D . ,  N a t i o n a l  F i e l d  Organ-
izer of More Light Presbyterian s, 
will be preaching at the 
Welcoming Presbyterians 
(MLP,  TAMFS,  and TSOSP) 
worship on Sunday,  June 27 
(see pages 4 and 5).   
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Sure, why not? “For God all 
things are possible,” Jesus said, 
and I believe. If we are open to 
discerning and living out the 
gospel, the example of Christ, the 
Biblical witness to justice and 
shalom, and the leading of God’s 
Spirit, all things are possible.  

As I travel and work with you 
building a church for all God’s 
people, I see evidence of more 
light enlightening persons, fami-
lies, clergy, churches, college a n d  
s e m i n a r y  c a m p u s e s .  I n   O a k l a n d ,  
the More Light Committee of 
Montclair Presbyterian Church, 
l e d  b y  S l o a n  W h i t e ,  L o r i  K e n d a l l ,  
and Chuck McLain, had a dream 
of offering an entire day of 
L G B T -f o c u s e d  e d u c a t i o n ,  w o r s h i p ,  
and outreach. With Dr. James 
N o e l  a s  k e y n o t e r ,  o v e r  1 0 0  p e o p l e  
from more than a dozen Bay 
Area churches explored how to 
be  welcoming. 

In St. Louis, Peg Atkins invited 
neighbors as well as friends from 
her church and presbytery for an 
afternoon reception in her home. 
Peg warmly introduced Martha 
Juillerat, Janie Spahr, and me to 
s h a r e  o u r  f a i t h ,  o u r  c a l l s  t o  m i n i s t r y ,  
and our dreams for our church. 
P e g ’ s  h o s p i t a l i t y ,  g r a c i o u s  m a n n e r ,  
and strength of conviction that 
the church ought to love and 
accept everyone, set the stage for 
our conversations.   

Peg had us going all over St. 
L o u i s .  W e  w e n t  t o  F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  
Trinity Presbyterian, and Second 

Presbyterian. Then we met with 
clergy, lay leaders, parents of 
LGBT children, a high school 
student, and a Log Cabin Repub-
lican. They all asked us how to 
help their churches, their schools, 
their families to be more open 
and accepting. They asked all the 
right questions, and devised 
strategies to bring this about. 

Our Midwest van trip took us to 
Indianapolis, where Ed Towne 
and Terri Thomas put together a 
luncheon focused on education 
regarding LGBT people at 
Northminster Presbyterian 
Church. The afternoon was filled 
with laughter, stories, Shower of 
Stoles, tears, hopes, prayers, and 
dreams. Ed and Terri created the 
space for a little bit of heaven for 
this gathering. An opportunity to 
have a Stole display, resource 
table, and a luncheon during the 
next day’s presbytery meeting 
meant additional outreach and 
support.  

During that meeting, a dozen 
persons met with us over box 
lunches. We noted that 40% of 
those who came that day were 
persons of color. Maybe they 
understood what it means to be 
different, marginalized, and not 
feeling fully part of our church in 
the same ways that white, hetero-
sexual persons so readily and 
freely experience, and possibly 
take for granted.  

I gave a box of our Walter Wink 
books on homosexuality and the 

Bible to an African-American 
clergywoman who told me that 
they needed to study this in their 
church. She also told me that her 
oldest sister was lesbian and had 
a wonderful partner, and that 
within their family, her sister and 
her partner had the best, most 
loving relationship of all. 

More Light shines in Oakland, 
St. Louis, and Indianapolis. And, 
it can do so in your church, your 
family, your town, and in your 
presbytery. Let me know how 
MLP and I can be of support and 
provide resources to you so that 
More Light can break forth 
where you are. It is not only 
possible, it is essential to being 
the church.  

—Michael Adee , M.Div., Ph.D., 
National Field Organizer for 
More Light Presbyterians.  
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M O R E  L I G H T  I N  O A K L A N D ?  ST .  L O U I S?  
I N D I A N A P O L I S?   
M O R E  L I G H T  I N  Y O U R  F A M I L Y ,  I N  
Y O U R  C H U R C H ?   

We noted that 40% of 
those who came that day 
were persons of color. 

Maybe they understood 
what it means to be 

different... 
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The More Light Update seeks brief news stories on More Light congregations, chapters, and activities. 
News stories begin with a sentence highlighting what the story is about, such as “Man bites dog,” then 
offers details of who, when, where, what, why. Please be economical with language, 100-250 words for 
news stories; commentaries up to 350 words. Include writer identification and contact information. E-mail 
to MoreLightEditor@aol.com or mail to Chris Glaser, 991 Berne St. SE, Atlanta, GA 30316. Questions? 
Phone Chris at 404/622-4222. We are also seeking photos and graphics, which may be mailed to Chris at 
the above address or e-mailed to our designer, the Rev. Erin Swenson at erin@erinswen.com. Please iden-
tify the persons and event depicted. Deadlines for quarterly issues: Summer, July 12; Fall, October 12; 
Winter, January 12; Spring, April 12. Thank you!  

T H E  M O R E  L I G H T  U P D A T E  S E E K S  B R I E F  N E W S  S T O R I E S  
O N  M O R E  L I G H T  C O N G R E G A T I O N S ,  C H A P T E R S ,  A N D  

A C T I V I T I E S   
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Are there parallels between the 
fight for gay ordination and 
marriage and the struggle for 
black civil rights? The public 
debate over gay marriage has 
caused some black preachers 
and civic leaders to come out 
vehemently against comparisons 
between the gay rights 
movement and the black civil 
rights movement. For some 
black leaders this is another 
human rights issue, but for 
others, comparisons of the 
pursuit of legal standing for gay 
marriage with that of the 
struggles of black Americans to 
overcome racism, violence, 
prejudice, and discrimination, 
is very problematic.   

Briefly, their argument runs 
something like this: it is 
unthinkable to equate the “gay 
agenda” with its promotion of 
an “alternative lifestyle” 
believed to be a “choice” with 
the experience of African 
Americans who have for 400 
years fought for freedom, 
equality, and civil rights in the 
face of genocide during the 
Middle Passage from Africa to 
the Americas, slavery, Jim Crow 
segregation, lynching,   

economic discrimination, and 
educational disadvantage.    

It is a sad and ironic moment in 
the history of social justice 
movements when two (for  
argument’s sake) oppressed 
communities —one black and 
the other LGBT—
with so much 
more to gain by 
joining forces, are 
caught up in pub-
lic muscle-flexing 
and name-calling 
over whose right it 
is to claim the 
mantle of civil 
rights in the 
ongoing struggle 
for equal rights 
and opportunities 
for all in the U.S.   

The sadness for those in the 
church in this dispute is that 
nothing is gained to advance 
the unity and reformation of 
the church. It is strange to 
speak of “two” oppressed 
communities as though LGBT 
African Americans don’t exist, 
or that they are totally invisible 
and therefore divisible—either 

black or queer. No one benefits 
from these skirmishes except 
those who oppose us, if we 
who have the most to lose 
allow ourselves to be dis-
tracted and lose sight of the 
opposition’s sinister tactics to 
dominate and commandeer 
the social, political, economic, 

theological, and 
ecclesiastical 
agenda of the 21st 
century.  

For some to call the 
struggle for the 
equal rights and 
opportunities of 
LGBT persons a 
thorn in the side of 
the civil rights 
movement and to 
deny its claim to its 
legacy is to misread 

history and the spirit of the 
civil rights movement. I say, 
let’s call it what it is: a rose is a 
rose is a rose!   

—Rev. Deborah F. Mullen, 
Ph.D., strategist on the MLP 
Board of Directors; professor at 
McCormick Theological     
Seminary.  
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A  R O S E  O R  A  T H O R N  I N  T H E  S I D E  O F  T H E  
C I V I L  R I G H T S  M O V E M E N T ?   

The public debate over 
gay marriage has caused 

some black preachers 
and civic leaders to come 
out vehemently against 

comparisons between the 
gay rights movement and 

the black civil rights 
movement.  

 

G a y  M a r r i a g e  V i n d i c a t e d  
On Friday, April 30, 2004, the Permanent Judicial Commission of the Synod 
of the Covenant (Ohio and Michigan) ruled that the Constitution does not 
prohibit same-sex marriages and that "the decision of the Permanent Judi-
cial Commission of the Presbytery of Cincinnati is reversed and the rebuke 
of Rev. Van Kuiken is removed."  (The text of the decision is at 
www.synodofthecovenant.org.) 

"I am very grateful to the members of the commission for the courage they 
have shown in reaching this landmark decision," the Rev. Steve Van Kuiken 
said, "A new era has dawned in the Presbyterian Church…However, it is with 
great sadness that I have decided to resign as a minister in the Presbyterian 
Church (USA)." When Cincinnati Presbytery removed him as pastor of Mount 
Auburn Presbyterian Church for performing same-gender marriages, a new 
congregation called The Gathering was formed, and he intends to continue 
providing the group spiritual leadership, to which the presbytery is opposed. 

BREAKING NEWS! 
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216th PCUSA General Assembly 
June 26-July 3, 2004 
Richmond, Virginia  

Saturday, June 26: Welcoming Presbyterians’ National Cele-
bration of MLP, TAMFS &  T S O S P ,  w i t h  
Dr. Marvin Ellison,  e th ic i s t  and  au thor ,  
B a n g o r  T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m i n a r y , on “Queer 
Eye on the PC(USA): Church, Ordina-
tion, Gay Marriage & Other 
Make-Overs.”  
Reception 4-5:30 PM, Dinner & Program 
5:30-7:30 PM, Marriott Hotel. 
 
Sunday, June 27: Welcoming Presbyteri-

ans’ “Celebrating Our Witness, Awaiting Our Welcome” with 
MLP, TAMFS, & TSOSP.  
9:15 - 10:00 AM pre-worship service rally outside main 
entrance of Convention Center. 

 
 
Sunday, June 27: Welcoming 
Presbyterians’ National Worship 
Service with MLP, TAMFS, & 
TSOSP. All are welcome as we 
recognize and celebrate the gifts of 
LGBT persons, their families and 
allies with Eily Marlow and 

Michael Adee, preachers.  
Worship 3 - 4:30 PM Convention Center. 

Tuesday, June 29: Welcoming Pres-
byterians’ National Educational 
Luncheon with MLP, TAMFS, & 
TSOSP. Sylvia Thorson-Smith, 

Co-Editor of Body 
and Soul: Rethink-
ing Sexuality as 
Justice-Love, mod-
erates a panel with 
same-sex couples  
on “Can Mar-
riage be Gay? Civil Marriage and    
Sacred Unions.”  

Luncheon - 12:30-2:00 PM 
 
Thursday, July 1: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & 
Allies Seminarians’ Network Luncheon, 12:30 - 2:00 PM. 
For information about this network and to reserve your 
participation in the luncheon sign up at the MLP or TAMFS 
Booth in the Exhibition Hall. 
 
Saturday, July 3: Longtime MLP author and 
activist Chris Glaser will preach at General 
Assembly Worship, the first time an openly 
gay person has been invited to do so. Glaser 
was denied ordination in 1978 after the anti-
gay ordination policy was adopted.  
Worship 8:30-9:15 AM - Convention Center 

Joint Events of : 
More Light Presbyterians (MLP),  

That All May Freely Serve (TAMFS) 
and The Shower of Stoles Project (TSOSP) 

INDIVIDUAL EVENTS : 

CONTINUING ALL WEEK: 
June 26 - July 3: Hospitality Suite at the Marriott offered by MLP, TAMFS, 
& TSOSP, open 8 PM to midnight with LGBT -themed films  
each evening. For information about the suite, film series, and 
pastoral care go to the MLP, TAMFS, or TSOSP Booths in the 
Exhibition Hall. 
 

June 26 - July 2: Evening Meditations & Briefing , in the Hospi-
tality Suite at the Marriott offered by MLP, TAMFS & TSOSP 
each evening at 9:15 PM. For more information go to the MLP, 

TAMFS, or TSOSP Booths in the Exhibition Hall. 
 
Booksignings at G.A. bookstore: Marvin Ellison and Sylvia Thorson-Smith, Monday June 28, 

Ralph Carter, 
Booth Coordinator 

Erin Swenson, 
Media Coordinator 
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OVERTURES TO WATCH AT GA 
MLP is heartened that there are 17 overtures coming to the 216th General Assembly related to the 
inclusion of LGBT Presbyterians in the life, work and ministry of the church. MLP is always trusting the 
Spirit that good will come—sooner rather than later, working with progressive partner organizations who 
agree with “sooner.” The LGBT ordination-friendly overtures fall into four categories.  

First Category 

The More Light Presbyterian Legislative and Judicial Affairs committee urges 
strongest support for 04-49 (Twin Cities, concurrence: Hudson River). This over-
ture is the most comprehensive in that, if approved, it would call for: Sending a 
“Delete B” amendment down to the presbyteries; amending G-6.0106a to in-
clude a new sentence  in reference to those seeking ordination / installation: “Their 
suitability to hold office is determined by the governing body where the examination 
for ordination or installation takes place, guided by scriptural and constitutional stan-
dards, under the authority and Lordship of Jesus Christ”; calling on the Assembly to 
issue a new Authoritative Interpretation (A.I.)  that would give no further force to 
previous negative statements (such as Definitive Guidance and the existing A.I.); and 
affirm that the existing standards are the “sole and exclusive” standards  for or-
dination as the ordaining bodies act “in prayerful discernment of the leading of Almighty God.” 

The Advisory Committee on the Constitution affirmed last year that this “two stage” approach is the 
most effective to accomplish our goal of changing the position of the PCUSA, advising, “The position of 
the church on ordination standards cannot be changed by a General Assembly authoritative interpretation 
alone” and “the position of the church on ordination standards cannot be changed by an amendment to 
the Form of Government alone.” 

Other overtures for which we’re grateful and will offer our support include: 

Second Category 

04-04 (Baltimore, with concurrences from Des Moines, Albany, Genesee Valley, National Capital and Southern New England). 
This overture is a simple, succinct “Delete B” overture. 

Third Category 

04-18 (Western Reserve with concurrences from Milwaukee, New York City, Long Island, Albany and Santa Fe) and 04-27 
(Detroit): would declare that all statements on ordination standards (Definitive Guidance, A.I., etc.) are no longer binding. 

Fourth Category 

04-01 (Western New York, concurrence from Southern New England) proposes a change in language for G-6.0106b, making it 
more generous and inclusive of covenanted relationships. 

Thanks be to God for this abundance of riches! For the full text of these overtures, go to pcusa.org and click the icon for the 
216th General Assembly. Please join us in Richmond in person and/or in prayer! 

— Rev. Bear Ride, Co-chair, MLP Legislative and Judicial Affairs Committee 

Go to www.mlp.org for more information on the General Assembly, 
daily reports each day of GA, as well as opportunities to serve and 
make a difference!  

Bear Ride  

216th PCUSA General Assembly 
June 26-July 3, 2004 
Richmond, Virginia  



If freedom of conscience and 
the right of dissent are honored 
in preserving the right to withhold 
per capita payments, then 
churches and 
presbyteries who 
wish to ordain 
LGBT persons 
must likewise be 
protected in doing 
so. 

Section G-9.0404 
d of the Book of 
Order was 
amended in 1992 
to say that 
“presbyteries shall 
be responsible for 
raising their own per 
capita funds… The presbyter-
ies may direct per capita ap-
portionments to the sessions 
of the churches within their 
bounds.” 

This section was interpreted 
in Minihan v. Presbytery of 
Scioto Valley (GAPJC 2003). 
The Permanent Judicial 
Commission conceded that 
the phrase “may direct” can 
mean “may ask” or “may 
require” but refused to adopt 

a mandatory interpretation. 
While discouraging the 
practice, it held that payment 
of per capita is voluntary, 

even though the 
purpose of with-
holding is “protest 
or dissent.” 

This decision, 
affirming and pro-
tecting the right of 
dissent, is consis-
tent with the First 
Historic Principle of 
Church Order (G-
1.0300) which 
proclaims that 

“God alone is Lord 
of the conscience.” 

It is consistent with G-6.0108 
which provides that we must 
adhere to the essentials of 
Reformed faith and polity but 
“so far as may be possible 
without serious departure 
from these standards and 
without obstructing the 
constitutional governance of 
the church, freedom of con-
science with respect to the 
interpretation of Scripture is 
to be maintained.” Freedom 
of conscience is protected 

even when the failure to pay 
per capita is based on the 
belief that the policy of our 
national church is incompatible 
with Biblical standards.  

The issue presented by G-
6.0106 b is similar, requiring 
“chastity” of ordinands not 
heterosexually married. There 
are those who believe that 
this precludes gay ordination; 
others hold that the Confes-
sions have evolved over time 
and now celebrate inclusivity 
and equality. They also point 
out that the term “chastity” 
applies to married couples as 
well as those “in single life” 
according to the Confessions 
(4.108). It does not mean 
celibacy. 

A majority of the Presbyterian 
Biblical faculty say the ban on 
gay ordination is not an 
essential teaching of the 
church. Thus, such ordination 
falls into the same category 
as withholding per capita tax.  

—Peter Oddleifson, judicial 
issues analyst for the More 
Light Update.  
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H O N O R I N G  P R O T E S T  A N D  D I S S E N T  
J u d i c i a l  C a s e s  U p d a t e   

Affirming and 
protecting the right 

of  dissent...  
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Peter Oddleifson 

Members of the MLP Cascades 
Chapter served wedding cake 
to the Presbytery of the Cas-
cades at its March meeting in 
Salem, Oregon, to entice visits 
to their resource table. The 
cake was a reminder, if any 
was needed, of the recent 
events in Oregon, when 
Multnomah County Commis-
sioners issued over 2000 
marriage licenses to same-sex 
couples. Visitors to the table 
were asked, “Are you serving 
your gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender congregants?” 
Some questioned the need to 
change church policy, but most 
visitors thought it was time for 
change. 

The Presbytery of the Cas-
cades includes western Oregon 
and southern Washington. The 
MLP chapter was formed last 
year after a meeting in the 
Cottage Grove Presbyterian 
Church hosted by its pastor, 
Rev. Ben Dake, retired 
Presbyterian pastor Don 
Purkey, and Michael Adee, 
National Field Organizer for 
MLP. Fifty people from around 
the two states attended a 
workshop presented by Dr. 
Adee. Leaders representing 
the four regions agreed to be 
conveners and establish an 
MLP presence in the presby-
tery. 

Volunteers have set up a table 
at all three of the presbytery 
meetings held since that time. 
The wedding cake increased 
traffic at the table, which holds 
brochures for MLP member-
ship, position papers, copies of 
Walter Wink’s book, Homo-
sexuality and the Bible,  
buttons, and lists of additional 
resources. A pre-presbytery 
workshop is planned for June. 
Three congregations in the 
presbytery have joined the 
More Light Network to date. 

—Christopher Jackson and 
Michael Sandmeyer, Co-Chairs 
of the Cascades MLP chapter.  

“ L E T  T H E M  E A T — W E D D I N G  C A K E ! ”   
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While writing about just a few 
of us, Virginia Mollenkott 
succeeds in addressing all of 
us. Voyeurism is characteristic 
of the transgender 
genre of literature, 
authors enticing 
readers with lurid 
stories of the 
strange and 
almost unimagin-
able sides of this 
uncommon experi-
ence. In Omnigender 
Mollenkott takes 
us on a different 
tack, drawing wide 
circles that take 
many people in 
and allowing  
willing readers 
who never thought of them-
selves as transgender to see 
themselves as part of her om-
nigender paradigm. She sets 
the pace by clearly portraying 
her own life, which has for 
many years been comfortably 
lived in lesbian circles, as 
more honestly described omni-
gender. For Mollenkott, gender 

justice is justice for all—no 
more “us” and “them” mental-
ity. 

Not only is Mol-
lenkott inclusive 
in her community, 
she is also  com-
prehensive in 
scope. Other 
religious authors 
have attempted to 
bring transgender 
thought into Chris-
tian experience 
without success in 
the estimation of 
those of us who 
need real theo-
logical insight. In 
this regard, Omni-

gender is a breakthrough work,  
revealing Mollenkott’s sophisticated 
intellectual capability in her 
treatment of deeper theologi-
cal questions. Omnigender’s 
inclusiveness of community 
and comprehensiveness of 
scope merge in a partially 
tongue-in-cheek discussion of 
Jesus’ own gender (born of a 

virgin, could Jesus really be 
intersex?). Omnigender will 
clearly stand as a benchmark 
in the exciting world of queer 
theology. 

Omnigender is not for those 
seeking another transgender 
fluff piece intended to titillate 
and entertain. For readers who 
are seriously interested in what 
the transgender conversation 
is really all about in faith 
circles and who are open to 
the possibility that this debate 
may well touch their own lives, 
Omnigender is an exciting and 
nourishing experience. 

 Reviewed by the Rev. Erin 
Swenson , Ph.D., author of a 
soon-to-be-published trans-
gender autobiography and  
Designer of the More Light 
Update .  

them from losing heart, we go 
to every assembly demanding 
our due. And this is as it should 
be. 

In doing so, we remind our 
opposition of God’s mercy, 
facing down their demanding 
God of personal righteousness, 
a righteousness narrowly de-
fined. But God’s mercy and 
justice are also fellow travel-
ers. Enduring the gravest per-
sonal as well as political injus-
tice, Jesus prayed for God’s 
forgiveness of his opponents, 
even though they did not know 
their sin. This suggests that 
we, at the least, might muster 
the ability to take a breath and 
treat our opponents as well as 
our “strategically-challenged” 
fellow advocates with the 
same mercy by which we too 
are saved. 

Sometimes, in our impatience, 
our God of Justice takes on the 
same angry edge as the wrath-
ful God of Judgment that many 
of us grew up with. Joseph 
Campbell said the great mis-
take of the church in the 20th 
century was reducing Christian-
ity to morality. Those of us who 
consider ourselves liberals or 
progressives can make a simi-
lar error of reducing Christian-
ity to justice. 

I realize, “them’s fightin’ 
words.” Justice-deprived peo-
ple may not have the luxury of 
such a conversation. We’re 
busy holding Presbyterian feet 
to the fire. Justice delayed is 
justice denied. Peace without 
justice is violence. Like the 
woman seeking justice from 
the unjust judge, a parable 
Jesus told his disciples to keep 

Katherine Poethig once gave a 
remarkable show of such loving 
restraint as we spoke with sev-
eral evangelical Presbyterian 
women. I was ready to be angry, 
wanting to either raise my voice, 
question their faith, or walk 
away. Katherine kept looking 
them straight in the eye with a 
twinkle and a smile and re-
sponded to all their concerns 
with such grace I realized that, 
even if they did not come to 
believe, Katherine had won  

­—Chris Glaser, new editor of the 
More Light Update.  
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OMNIGENDER: A TRANS-RELIGIOUS APPROACH 
Virginia Ramey Mollenkott  
198 pp., $18, Pilgrim Press (2001) www.pilgrimpress.com ISBN # 0829814221 

SP I R I T U A L I T Y  C O R N E R  

While writing about just 
a few of us , Virginia 
Mollenkott succeeds in 
addressing all of us. 

Photo by G
reg Price 

We might treat our 
opponents as well as our 
“strategically-challenged” 
fellow advocates with the 
same mercy by which we 

too are saved. 

?  
Resources 



National Field Coordinator:  
Michael Adee 
MichaelAdee@aol.com 
369 Montezuma Ave. 
PMB#447 
Santa Fe, NM 87501-2626 
Phone: 505/820-7082 
Fax: 505/820-2540  

More Light Presbyterians 

Communications. We 
welcome the service of 
non-board members on 
these committees. Use 
the e-mail addresses 
below or the National 
Field Organizer’s mailing 
address on the mast-

head to offer your ideas or express your interest 
in serving.  

Membership (and Resources subcommittee): 
Chair: Bruce Hahne (hahne@io.com) 

Communications Chair: Erin Swenson 
(erin@erinswen.com) 

Development Chair: Harlan Penn 
(hwpenn@hotmail.com) 

Strategy Co-Chairs: Bear Ride (bears@usc.edu) 
and Mike Smith (mikedsmith@earthlink.net). 

In addition, there are two administrative commit-
tees: the Nominating Committee to identify future 
board members, and the Personnel Committee 
related to staff, either of which may be contacted 
through our central mailing address in Minnesota. 
Please join us in our prayers for an inclusive church!  

Individual and corporate 
membership in More Light 
Presbyterians is open to 
any member, congrega-
tion, or governing body of 
the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) that supports our 
mission to work for the 
full participation of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender people in the life, ministry, and     
witness of the Presbyterian Church.  

We invite you to join or renew your membership at 
this time, or make a contribution, using the      
enclosed envelope. Returning the form will be 
understood as your affirmation of MLP’s mission. 
Individual membership is $50 per year, or       
whatever a member can afford. 

If you are not already participating in a local or 
regional MLP chapter or congregation and wish 
more information on how to connect with MLP or 
organize in your area, please contact our National 
Field Organizer through his contact information on 
the left.  

The MLP Board would like to receive your input. 
Our board is structured by issue-focused commit-
tees: Membership, Development, Strategy, and 

J O I N  US  I N  MINISTRY . . .  

For all ministers, elders, deacons, members, 
friends, and governing bodies of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
 

Visit us at: 
www.mlp.org 
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MoreLightEditor@aol.com 
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For a weekly e -mail update, contact: 
Donna M. Riley 
Dmriley@princeton.alumni.edu  

4737 County Road 101 

PMB@246 
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